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Abstract

Fleanor Flexner’s Century of Struggle: The Woman’s Rights Movement in the United
States, published in 1959, is the first well-balanced and precise account of the American woman
suffrage movement. In that book, Flexner describes the dynamic interaction between various
forms of women’s power and the changes in social conditions which were indispensible to
realizing woman suffrage. Flexner shows that in the first stage of the movement, some
intellectual women, who recognized women’s issues in the conventional society, challenged the
existing systems and concepts, thereby opening new paths for women, and that numerous
women whom these pioneers empowered played important roles in many fields of society and
supported the woman’s rights movement. Flexner also shows that, in the later stage of the
movement, the activities of the well-organized NAWSA, led by Carrie Chapman Catt, were a
major factor in winning women’s right to vote. In addition to the systematic activities of the
NAWSA, Flexner argues that fundamental changes in women’s positions and roles in society
brought about by World War I were indispensable to the final achievement of woman suffrage.
Flexner regards the woman suffrage movement as the epitome of the woman’s rights move-

ment.
Key words : Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle: The Woman’s Rights Movement in the

United States, woman suffrage movement, NAWSA (the National American

Woman Suffrage Association).




