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Abstract

George Eliot’s sympathetic descriptions of Jews in Daniel Deronda were approved by
Anglo-Jewry, but they refrained from giving their unqualified approval to Eliot’s idea of a
Jewish restoration to Palestine in the novel. The aim of this article is to investigate the
reasons for Anglo-Jewry’s reservations regarding her Jewish restoration to Palestine. In the
novel, by revealing Deronda’s Jewish identity and having him convert to Judaism, Eliot subverts
the millenarian notion of conversion and shows the new possibility of a Jewish restoration to
Palestine. However, Eliot’s idea of the Jewish unity in Palestine shows that Eliot shares the
Western sense of superiority to the East held by both millenarians and gentiles during the
Victorian era. Because of this sense of superiority, Eliot’s Jewish restoration to Palestine can
be considered a form of “Christian Zionism.” This “Christian Zionism” may one reason why
Anglo-Jewry did not respond to Eliot’s restoration of Jews to Palestine with unanimous

approval.

Key words: Daniel Deronda, Anglo-Jewry, Jewish restoration to Palestine, millenarianism,

Christian Zionism







